GETTING LEGAL MATTERS IN ORDER

When it comes to aging parents, there are several important legal considerations
to keep in mind to help ensure that your parents' rights, well-being, and affairs
are protected.

ESTATE PLANNING FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT
Encourage your parent to have a comprehensive  Be aware of your parent's financial situation,
estate plan in place, including a will, durable including their income, assets, debts, and
power of attorney, and healthcare directives. expenses. Help them organize their financial
These documents outline their wishes regarding  records and consider consulting with a
their assets, financial matters, and medical financial advisor to ensure their finances are
decisions in case they become incapacitated. managed effectively and protected against

scams or fraud.

GUARDIANSHIP AND
CONSERVATORSHIP ELDER ABUSE AND

If your aging parent is no longer able to make EXPLOITATION

decisions for themselves and they haven't Stay vigilant for signs of elder abuse, neglect, or
appointed someone through a power of financial exploitation. Encourage your parent to
attorney, you may need to pursue guardianship  report any suspicious activities, and familiarize
or conservatorship. This legal process allows you yourself with the signs of abuse or exploitation
to make decisions on their behalf, including to take appropriate legal action if necessary.
managing their finances and personal care.

SOCIAL SECURITY AND BENEFITS

Make sure your parent is aware of their rights

HEALTHCARE DECISIONS

It's essential to discuss end-of-life care and entitlements to social security benefits,
preferences with your parents and encourage pensions, and other retirement benefits.

them to complete advance healthcare Understand the application processes and
directives, such as a living will or healthcare any potential tax implications associated with
power of attorney. These documents outline these benefits.

their wishes for medical treatment and
designate a trusted individual to make
healthcare decisions on their behalf.
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MEDICARE AND HEALTHCARE
COVERAGE

Educate yourself and your parent about
Medicare coverage and other health insurance
options available to them. Understand the
enrollment periods, coverage limitations, and
supplemental insurance plans to ensure they
have adequate healthcare coverage.

DRIVING AND
TRANSPORTATION

Regularly assess your parent's ability to drive
safely. If necessary, have difficult conversations
about giving up driving or explore alternative
transportation options to ensure their mobility
and safety.

IN ORDER

LEGAL ASSISTANCE

Consider involving an elder law attorney who
specializes in the legal issues affecting older
adults. They can provide guidance, review legal
documents, and ensure all necessary legal
matters are addressed properly.

Remember, the legal considerations for aging
parents can vary depending on jurisdiction and
individual circumstances. It is always advisable
to consult with legal and financial professionals
who can provide personalized advice based on
your parent's specific needs and local laws.



